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Walk around Harrogate Spa 

Saturday 22nd October

Meet at 10.30am outside the Royal Pump Room Museum in 

the centre of Harrogate. This is a 10-15 minute walk from 

the bus and train stations. Parking is available in two multi-

storey car parks in the centre, some metered on-street in 

the centre and disc parking for up to three hours on both 

sides of the Valley Gardens (NB restricted to one hour on 

one side).

In the morning, Paul Jennings will lead a walk, which traces 

the history of the world famous Harrogate spa through its 

surviving buildings, including the Promenade Room, Royal 

Pump Room, the New Victoria and Royal Baths, the former 

Kursaal (now the Royal Hall) and some of its grand hotels. 

This is a mostly level walk apart from a slight ascent and 

descent. There will be a break for lunch. There are lots of 

places to eat in the town or you can bring a packed lunch.

In the afternoon, from 1.30 to 2.30pm, Paul Jennings will 

conduct a guided tour of the exhibition at the Royal Pump 

Room Museum, ‘Workers in Harrogate Spa’, which also has 

a history of the spa itself (entry free to the PLACE group). 

Further information can be found on the website: 

https://www.harrogatecivicsociety.org/history

Cost: £5.00 per head, payable in advance. Number 

limited to 15 people.

Royal Pump Room

[Paul Jennings]

Grassington to Hebden walk, 

Saturday 15th October

Meet in the (pay and display) public 

car park in Grassington (grid ref: SE 

002637, OS Explorer sheet OL2) at 

11.00am. The walk of approximately 

8km (5 miles) takes us up the main 

street of Grassington, then south-east 

along High Lane to Hebden. There are 

wonderful views over Wharfedale from 

the path.  

The return route is along the River 

Wharfe to Linton Bridge and up 

Sedber Lane back to Grassington. The 

first part of the route climbs quite 

steeply but after that the going is 

downhill or flat. Walking boots are 

recommended. Bring a packed lunch 

but there is a café with toilets at 

Hebden part way round. There should 

be time at the end of the walk to 

explore Grassington and find 

refreshment.  

River Wharfe [David Thewlis]

Don’t forget to let us know that you 

are coming on a Third Saturday walk if 

you want a reminder.  If the weather 

looks doubtful, please check in 

advance by e-mail.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harrogatecivicsociety.org%2Fhistory&data=05%7C01%7Cm.atherden%40yorksj.ac.uk%7C46075aa4f5b844cc5c1f08da3b0e5a32%7C5c8ae38ef85b4309b7ec862815a37aee%7C0%7C0%7C637887230338137369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2OAYJAbPUgZsOIfdPt4PZCYYOayexroM8VD6TNv4AE%3D&reserved=0
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The Yorkshire Dales National Park organises an annual Dales 

Archaeology Day, which this year will take place at the Methodist 

Church in Leyburn on Saturday 29th October. The day consists of 

talks about recent archaeological work in the Yorkshire Dales, plus 

displays and stalls. For tickets and further information, please go to:

DalesArchaeologyDay@yorkshiredales.org.uk

Please note that this is a YDNP event, not a PLACE event, so you 

cannot book through PLACE.

Joint lecture with the Yorkshire 

Philosophical Society and the Royal 

Geographical Society
Tuesday 8th November, 7.00pm

Tempest Anderson Lecture Theatre, Yorkshire 

Museum, York

International Climate Politics after Glasgow
Dr John Vogler, University of Keele

Following COP 26 of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change in 

November 2021, the prospect of limiting climate 

change to 1.5C has become increasingly 

doubtful. Global energy price rises and the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine have made 

international action on global warming more 

challenging. This lecture will discuss the politics 

of climate change and the prospects for 

implementing the Paris Agreement.

Free entry to PLACE members.

Visit to Knaresborough
Thursday 10th November 

Meet outside the Cross Keys pub (near the 

Castle) at 10.30am. In the morning, local historian 

David Rhodes will lead a walk around 

Knaresborough, looking at Knaresborough 

Castle, the Nidd gorge and the area of the former 

Forest of Knaresborough – soon to be 

resuscitated as part of the Great Northern Forest. 

At around 12 noon we will break for lunch. There 

are numerous places to eat in Knaresborough or 

you can bring a packed lunch (bearing in mind 

that it may be chilly in November!). 

Reassemble at 1.00pm in the Methodist Chapel 

on Gracious Street, where David will follow up 

the morning tour with a Powerpoint presentation 

on Knaresborough and the Forest of 

Knaresborough. The visit will finish c.2.00pm.

Knaresborough is accessible by train and bus, 

but please check times. If you are coming by car, 

the best place to park is the long-stay York Place 

car park. There are two smaller car parks, one 

next to the Methodist Chapel and one at the 

Castle, but parking is limited to four hours 

maximum. A map of the location of the car parks, 

the Cross Keys pub and the Methodist Chapel 

will be sent to people who book to attend.

COST: £5.00 per head. Please book in 

advance, as numbers are limited to 20 

people.

Nidd Gorge 

[David Rhodes]

Meet in the (free) West Green Fields car park (grid 

ref: SE 801487, OS Explorer sheet 294) at 11.00am 

for this walk of approximately 10km (6.2 miles).  

Our route will take us through the cemetery at 

Pocklington, down footpaths through fields to 

Canal Head, then down the first 3km of the 

Pocklington Canal to Coates Bridge and back. 

Walking is easy and more or less flat all the way. 

Refreshments may be found in Pocklington at the 

end of the walk. Stout trainers or boots are 

recommended. Bring a packed lunch.

Third Saturday walk from 

Pocklington
Saturday 19th November

Canal Head 

[Margaret Atherden]

mailto:DalesArchaeologyDay@yorkshiredales.org.uk
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PLACE Pre-Christmas Event

Wednesday 14th December, 2.00 – 4.00pm

Bedern Hall, York/on-line via zoom

Our Pre-Christmas get-together this year will take 

at Bedern Hall, with others joining us on-line via 

zoom for the first part. Although we have held many 

events in Bedern Hall over the years, we have never 

had a presentation about the history of the Hall 

itself. Originally the refectory of the College of the 

Vicars Choral, who sang services in York Minster, 

the Hall has fulfilled a wide range of functions over 

the years, including a bakery and butcher, and it is

now a popular venue for a wide range of events, including wedding receptions, dinners, meetings of 

various kinds and, of course, PLACE short courses! 

Roger Lee, the Director, will give an illustrated presentation on the history of the Hall, entitled: 

“From Priests to Pork Pies: Bedern Hall across the years". 

The talk will be available via zoom for those members who live too far away to be present in person.

After Roger’s talk, those of us in the Hall will enjoy mince pies and mulled juice or wine, and will have 

the chance to look around the Hall, talk to Roger and socialise with other members. PLACE books will 

be on sale, too. 

COST: £12.00 per head for those attending in person; £5.00 per head for those listening to the talk on 

zoom. Advance booking is essential. The zoom link will be sent only to those who book to listen on-

line.

PLACE Christmas event 2017 

[Margaret Atherden]

REPORTS ON SUMMER EVENTS 2022

Survey work on May Moss

In July, volunteers from PLACE undertook surveys of the 

vegetation along a transect across May Moss from west to east. 

We recorded the plants in one metre square quadrats at 25 

metre intervals as part of a long-term research project to 

monitor vegetation and climate change in this upland peat bog. 

In August, we recorded a south to north transect across the 

area known as the Rad Haz area, formerly thought to pose a 

radiation hazard but now returned to Forestry Commission 

ownership and safe to walk across. The ground was uneven 

and crossed by deep ditches in places. Carrying out the work in 

a heatwave posed a further challenge!

Brian Walker, who coordinates the project is working on a book 

about the site, its history and wildlife, which PLACE hopes to 

publish in 2024. It will contain contributions from several 

PLACE members past and present. 

Above right:  View from the Rad Haz area towards Fylingdales.

Right: One of the quadrats with a small dog for scale.
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Third Saturday walk, 16th July, Wharram Percy

A group of nine PLACE members assembled at the Wharram 

Percy car park on a dry, hot day.  We headed north by Bella 

Farm along the Centenary Way, with good views over the 

Wolds towards Malton.  The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve 

at Wharram Quarry was our first stop, where Lynne Fiddy 

compiled a list of the flora. This included pyramidal orchid, 

quaking grass, harebell, meadow crane’s-bill, yellow rattle, 

restharrow, common spotted orchid, eyebright, lady’s 

bedstraw, common knapweed, tufted vetch, wild thyme, 

bird’s-foot trefoil, limestone bedstraw, goat’s-beard, woolly 

thistle, field scabious, fairy flax, yarrow, carline thistle, 

cowslip, kidney vetch, clustered bellflower, greater knapweed 

and agrimony. Several butterflies and moths were spotted in 

the Quarry and elsewhere: meadow brown, burnet moth, 

ringlet and marbled white.

From Wharram Quarry we turned south and walked along a 

former railway track to the famous deserted medieval village 

of Wharram Percy. This English Heritage site was excavated 

by Maurice Beresford and John Hurst from the late 1950s to 

1990. We noted the Beck, an important source of both water 

and power. The three orders of peasants and their land 

holdings were highlighted. Walking through the village we 

passed remains of a 17th century farmhouse and 19th century 

labourers’ cottages. St Martin’s Church (now a ruin) served a 

much wider community beyond the village. The population of 

Wharram Percy fluctuated until its abandonment in the late 

15th century with the lucrative enclosure of the land for sheep 

farming.

After lunch near the millpond, we moved south along the 

Wolds Way, climbing up the side of Deep Dale, a classic dry 

valley.  Ridge and furrow patterns were noted and there were 

views over the plateau land above Wharram Percy, occupied 

by the longhouses of the free peasants (sokemen) and the 

remains of two manor houses. Turning back along the 

Centenary Way, we spotted the airshafts of the disused 

Burdale railway tunnel. The five-mile circular walk ended with 

a short section along a minor road to the Wharram Percy car 

park. 

Philip Mander

The PLACE group [Margaret Atherden]

Exploring Wharram Quarry nature reserve 

[Peter Wheatcroft]

St Martin’s church and graveyard 

[Margaret Atherden]

VISIT TO THE LEEDS & LIVERPOOL CANAL, 28th JULY

Twelve PLACE members assembled at the Bingley Five Rise Locks 

(right) for our visit to the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. Opened in 1774, 

the Five Rise Locks are one of the great engineering feats of the 

canal network, with a spectacular fall in height of 59 feet. Originally 

built to carry working boats with coal, wool and other cargo, today 

they carry mainly leisure boats. The locks were listed as a Grade I 

site in 1966. The lock keeper’s cottage at the top of the locks now 

serves as a café and is popular with tourists. 
[Margaret 

Atherden]
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[Chris Robinson]

We were welcomed by Harold Bond and other members 

of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society, who showed us 

around their converted working boat, ‘Kennet’.  Built 

specifically for the canal in 1947 as part of the Canal 

Transport Ltd fleet, it carried cargo until the early 1960s, 

when it was transferred to the British Waterways 

maintenance fleet and was used for carrying 

maintenance materials.  It then lay idle and was heading 

for the scrap yard until funding was found for its 

refurbishment.  The boat was docked, a new traditional 

bow cabin fitted, and displays were installed so that 

visitors could come on board and learn about the 

history of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal and its potential 

for leisure. It was not much used until 2008, when the 

Leeds & Liverpool Canal Society agreed to look after 

Kennet with the assistance of the North West Region of 

British Waterways (now the Canal and River Trust). 

Ownership was later transferred to the Society, 

following a successful application for a Heritage Lottery 

Grant. This enabled the Society to fully refurbish 

Kennet. On the outside this included renewing 

steelwork, a complete repaint into its current colours, 

reflecting how boat builders of yesteryear painted the 

boats on the canal. On the inside this involved a 

completely new entry, covers, and displays in the hold. 

The refurbishment culminated in the ‘relaunch’ of 

Kennet in Burscough at their Heritage Festival in 2012. 

Kennet now travels along the canal, attending festivals 

and other events and welcoming parties of school 

children. In 2016 Kennet was selected as the National 

Historic Ships UK Regional Flagship, the first time that 

this accolade was granted to an inland waterway boat. 

This was the Bicentenary year of the completion of the 

canal and the first complete crossing, which Kennet and 

a flotilla re-created in the October. The displays inside 

Kennet were detailed and fascinating, covering all 

aspects of the canal and the life of working boatmen. 

The boatmen’s cabin is in the bow of the boat and has 

been preserved more or less as it was when Kennet was 

working, with a cast iron stove, a bench seat, a table 

cupboard and two small bed-holes for the (usually male) 

crew. Access was normally via a ‘scuttle hole’ from the 

deck, as the main part of the boat was taken up with the 

cargo. It must have been a very hard life!

In the afternoon, Eileen White led a 3.5-mile walk, 

starting a short way down the canal at the Three Rise 

Locks, then rising through an area of housing towards 

country lanes. There were good views over the Aire 

Valley from the footpaths through the fields to 

Micklethwaite. We then descended to the canal towpath 

near Morton Bridge, from where we walked back to the 

Five Rise Locks for refreshment. Altogether, it was a 

memorable and most enjoyable day.

Margaret Atherden.

‘Kennet’ moored at the top of the locks

Looking at the displays inside ‘Kennet’

In the tiny boatman’s cabin

Walking through Micklethwaite village

Photos by Margaret Atherden
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Walk around New Filey, 16th August

Before the 1830s Filey was a village (population 772, 1821) 

comprising mostly fishing and farming families.  But in the 

mid-1830s John Wilkes Unett, a Birmingham lawyer and 

property speculator, acquired land there and with the 

architect Charles Edge, also of Birmingham, began to lay 

out a new resort.  New Filey, as the resort became known, 

was largely completed between 1839 and 1870 providing 

facilities for the upper reaches of society – high quality 

lodging houses, a spa or bath house and promenade 

gardens. On 16th August, 2022, PLACE members completed 

a walk around much of the planned resort.

We began at the Crescent and saw how this had been 

planned between 1835 and 1837.  Work began in 1839 with 

the first terrace of houses in a Greek Revival style, others 

following over the next twenty years to form a shallow 

crescent with a promenade garden in front.  At the centre of 

the Crescent was the hotel that Unett had planned, a luxury 

hotel that attracted elite visitors, who by the end of the 

century included some members of the royal family.

From here we proceded to the far (south) end of the 

Crescent to view a number of villas on the edge of Unett’s 

New Filey.  Here houses had been erected from the 1850s to 

the 1890s and had been built along a strip of land that had 

belonged to the other chief landowner in this part of Filey, 

the brewer Henry Bentley.  Bentley owned the Eshald Well 

Brewery at Woodlesford, near leeds, and in 1837 bought an 

estate on the edge of Filey where he built a large house, a 

holiday home, which he named Ravine Villa, since it stood 

across the grounds from a picturesque ravine.  The house 

became the property of the district council in the post-war 

years and was demolished in the 1970s.  The site and 

grounds are now a public park and refreshment rooms.

We next visited further Unett-inspired properties along the 

sea front.  These were Downcliff House, the residence of 

John Unett jnr built in the 1860s, and the Filey Baths and 

Saloon building.  Now divided into apartments, this building 

was once a place of resort and entertainment where one 

could bath in medicinal waters and where entertainments 

and meetings could be held.

Finally we wended our way up towards the Crescent again 

to look at North Cliff, a large house and garden overlooking 

the sea.  It was built in the 1890s to the designs of the York 

architect Walter Brierley for Elinor [SIC] Clark.  She is best 

described as an heiress to family fortunes made in property 

and law, and, with some truth, was reckoned to be the 

richest woman in her own right in Filey when she died in 

1905.

George Sheeran

Terrace on the Crescent in Greek revival style 

[Simon Green]

Bandstand in Crescent Gardens [Simon Green]

Filey baths and saloon [Simon Green]

North Cliff house [Simon Green]
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Third Saturday walk from Kirkham Priory
20th August

A group of 15 PLACE members met at Kirkham Priory, an 

Augustinian foundation dating back to 1122. It was set up by 

Walter l'Espec and continued until its dissolution in 1538. We left 

the Priory by a steep path through Oak Cliff Wood and skirted 

round the top of the hill by Crambe. We descended to the River 

Derwent by a footpath from Riders Lane. Lunch was had at 

Howsham Mill. We had an unexpected opportunity to see inside 

the Georgian water mill which dates back to c1755. This listed 

Grade II structure was the work of John Carr, the architect for 

Fairfax House in York. The Mill is in the Gothic Revival style and is 

located in an area of woodland with SSSI designation for a colony 

of breeding otters. No otters were spotted but wild swimmers 

were seen above the weir. The return to Kirkham Priory was by 

the footpath along the River Derwent. It was a bit overgrown and 

rough underfoot. We spotted dewberry amongst the flora and a 

stoat was seen crossing our path. The whole walk was around 7 

miles.

Philip Mander

Howsham Mill and Archimedes 

screws [Peter Wheatcroft]

Kirkham Priory and R. Derwent 

[Angela Clark]

Twelve walkers met at Coxwold on a dry and bright autumnal 

day. After a brief introduction to the layout of the village, 

Shandy Hall and St. Michael’s Church, we made our way over 

fields to Husthwaite via Angram Hall and Elphin Bridge. The 

significance of the disused railway was pointed out. We 

gathered on the green at Husthwaite, where there was an 

unexpected coffee wagon for refreshments and a wedding at 

St. Nicholas’ Church. From there we climbed up on to Beacon 

Banks and had good views of the White Horse of Kilburn and 

over to Coxwold. We could even see Roseberry Topping.  

From High Leyes we descended over fields to return to 

Coxwold. Tea was had at the village café in the garden and 

some people went on to look at the church. 

Philip Mander
Lunch break at Husthwaite

[Peter Wheatcroft]

Walk from Coxwold, 

Saturday 17th September

VISIT TO TOPHILL LOW NATURE RESERVE,  28th September

Ten PLACE members were joined by other visitors for a talk and walk around Tophill Low nature reserve. 

Our guide was the Yorkshire Water warden, Richard Hampshire. His talk in the morning focussed on the 

historical aspects of the site – a topic that he and Richard Myerscough are keen to research. The whole of 

the Hull Valley was formerly a vast area of wetlands – carr woodlands, reedbeds, meres and wet 

grasslands - and the aim is to paint a picture of these wetlands for the many visitors and school groups 

who come to the site. Tophill Low itself was a small glacial mound surrounded by wetlands. Although 

evidence is still to be found, there are several possibilities for former uses of the site, including a ‘marsh 

fort’ or ritual site and a medieval moated manor. Finds of bog iron suggest former smelting in the area 

and some of the bog oaks that have been dug up over the years show signs of felling, possibly for use as 

causeways across the mires. The etymology of the name Tophill Low is much disputed but a strong 

possibility is that the first element is a Danish name, ‘Topi’, and the second (‘Low’) refers to a low mound.
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The site in the River Hull valley has been a water treatment works since 1959, and during the early years 

there was a self-contained community on the site. These developments obliterated many of the earlier 

features, and most of the peat deposits are now buried by redistributed clay. Although the Humber 

Wetlands Survey carried out research in many parts of the Hull Valley, they omitted to bore in Tophill 

Low itself because of this disturbance. Richard Hampshire is now keen to develop research on the 

environmental history of the site. There is clearly much still to learn about this fascinating site.

Since the 1950s, Tophill Low has seen many changes, some as a result of flooding from the adjacent 

River Hull. Although the primary purpose is the provision of drinking water for Hull from two large 

reservoirs (the ‘D’ and ‘O’ reservoirs), the site has a range of wetland habitats and supports a large 

number of wildlife species. As time has gone on, thinking about flood management has evolved from the 

idea of dredging and speeding up the flow of water to a modern concept of rewetting areas to slow the 

flow of water and protect areas downstream. Some large farm enterprises in the area are now 

substituting wet grasslands for arable fields, so the site is increasingly important for nature 

conservation. The reservoirs are important site for birds, including winter migrants, and the scrub areas 

are developing into carr woodland. 

On our walk in the afternoon we saw many examples of coppicing of willows, management of reedbeds 

and a newly constructed mound that will act as a hibernaculum for various insects and bats. Over the 

next few years, the wildlife value of the site will increase and there will be many future changes to 

observe. Many thanks to Richard Hampshire and other volunteers for giving us a very interesting and 

enjoyable day.

Margaret Atherden.

Woodland near the visitor centre 

[Margaret Atherden]

River Hull [Margaret Atherden] Lapwing and teal on ‘O’ 

reservoir [Margaret Atherden]

ADVANCE NOTICE: Thursday 26th January, zoom talk by Nigel Wright of the York Butchers Gild on 

‘Guild Life and the York Mystery Play’. Full details and booking form in the next newsletter. 

To contact PLACE:
By post: 
PLACE Office, 

York St John University, 

Lord Mayor’s Walk, 

York, 

YO31 7EX.

By phone: 07989 095924 (mobile)

By e-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk

Website:  www.place.uk.com

PLACE Board and Officers

Chief Executive: 

Dr Margaret Atherden

Trustees 

George Sheeran (Chair of the Board)

Angela Clark (co-opted)

Laura Eddey 

Ben Garlick (co-opted)

Philip Mander (Treasurer)

Richard Myerscough 

Colin Speakman

Nancy Stedman

The next newsletter is due in January 2023

mailto:place@yorksj.ac.uk
http://www.place.uk.com/

