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Out and about with PLACE this summer and autumn:

Chapel House Wood

As advertised in the
spring newsletter, this
fieldtrip takes place on
Saturday 19 June,
10.30am — 4.00pm,
starting at the lay-by on
the B6160 between
Threshfield and Kilnsey
(SD 978653).

Anyone wishing to
join the trip should
contact the PLACE
Office without delay!

Skipwith Common
visit, Sunday 19t
September

Join us on an amble around
the 270ha Skipwith Common,
recently awarded National
Nature Reserve status.
Featured on the Common are
the remains of Bronze Age
burial mounds, WWII buildings
and runways abandoned after
the war. Wildlife and farm
animals roam freely amongst
all these remains. We may
even see the marsh gentian on
the Bomb Bay loop.

Meet at Common Road car
park at 2.00pm. The entrance
to Common Road starts near
the village pond in Skipwith.
Follow the lane over the cattle
grid and around the corner.
Park near the information
boards. Stout shoes or boots
are essential.

Perceptions of Mulgrave Castle and its
landscape, Saturday 17 July

This fieldtrip will be led by Peter Goodchild and will include visits to the
gardens and grounds around the 18" century mansion, the ruins of the
medieval castle and Mulgrave Woods. Landscape gardeners Thomas
White and Humphry Repton were both involved in the lay-out of the
landscape, combining Beautiful, Picturesque, Romantic and Sublime
elements.

Mulgrave Castle is on the coast about 4 miles north-west of Whitby and is
reached by car from the A174 at the village of Lythe. Turn south in the
centre of the village and the entrance to Mulgrave Castle is then straight
ahead at the point where the road turns to the south-west. Alternatively,
Arriva bus services 5, 5A and X5 between Whitby and Middlesbrough stop
at Lythe (check local timetables). Meet at 10.30am at Mulgrave Castle
and park cars between the house and the old stables. Bring a packed
lunch and stout shoes, as some rough walking will be involved. For further
details, contact Peter Goodchild by e-mail: peter.goodchild@yahoo.co.uk
or by phone: 01904 654678.

Left: The Common
is a mosaic of wet
and dry heath and
| woodland.
Wellingtons are
advisable for some
parts!

Right:
Longhorn
cattle
roam
freely over
much of
the area
but are
quite
docile....




Page 2

Visit to Hackfall Wood, near Masham,
Sunday 17th October

This woodland, now owned by the Woodland Trust,
dates back at least to the Domesday Book. It was
developed as part of the Studley Estate in the 18th
century and contains the remains, some restored, of
the many buildings that were constructed at this
time. Itis a steep and dramatic landscape (the river
Ure runs through a gorge in the wood), so come
prepared with stout boots and do not expect an easy
walk!

Meet at 10.00am in the Woodland Trust car park,
SE 231775, on the Masham side of Hackfall (if
approaching from Grewelthorpe, take the Masham
road). We shall have a guided walk in the morning,
followed by a fungus foray in the afternoon, led by
Gordon Simpson. Bring a packed lunch.

Report on Knavesmire Wood visit

Six Yorkshire Nunneries

short course

Robert Wright's recent short
course proved so popular that 50
people attended all or some of the
sessions! As usual, we were
treated to six evenings packed
with information, entertainment
and the odd racy tale of bygone
misdemeanours!

Anyone wishing to join us for
the final fieldtrip to Rosedale
Abbey on Sunday 20th June
should ring or e-mail the
PLACE Office immediately.

Spring was a little late this year(!), so our visit to Knavesmire Wood in
early March was only for the hardy! Despite the weather, we enjoyed a
pleasant walk through the wood, led by Barbara Hickman, followed by a

visit to the gardens of Middlethorpe Hall.

Below: The party in the grounds of Middlethorpe
Hall, with the ha-ha in the foreground.

Above: Barbara pointing out the finer points of bark
identification in Knavesmire Wood.

And looking further ahead....

On Saturday 16th April 2011, we
shall have an afternoon visit to Hob
Moor, York, led by Elizabeth Smith.
Further details in the next newsletter.
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Dales Heritage Field School:
Investigating the Historic
Landscapes of the Yorkshire
Dales.

Saturday 11" September, 10.00am —
4.00pm.

Venue: The Devonshire Institute (Town
Hall), Grassington.

Leaders: Dr Graeme Swindles (University
of Leeds) and Dr Roger Martlew
(Yorkshire Dales Landscape Research
Trust).

Investigating the rich historic landscapes of the
Yorkshire Dales requires a multi-disciplinary
approach. This day-school will allow you to see
at first hand some of the techniques that are
currently being used — from satellite positioning
systems to the study of microscopic plant
remains. The day will combine reports on current
research projects with a workshop on
environmental evidence, and a visit to new areas
of investigation among the nationally-important
field systems around Grassington.

The conference will cost £10.00, including
tea/coffee but not lunch. Please use the
enclosed booking form to secure your place!

PLACE AUTUMN
CONFERENCE,
Saturday 2nd October 2010
The Changing Role of
Yorkshire's Waterways

As advertised in the spring newsletter, our
autumn conference this year will be held at
the Yorkshire Waterways Museum in Goole
and will include a guided tour of the docks by
boat.

Speakers will include:

*Judy Jones (British Waterways Heritage Officer):
Conservation and Recreation on the Waterways.
*Bob Watson (Waterways Museum): The ‘Sobriety’
Project and the Port of Goole.

*Michael Hopkinson: ‘A desperate dangerous design’:
the rise and fall of Yorkshire’s canal system.

*Robb Robinson (Maritime Historical Studies Centre):
Far Horizons: from the River Hull to the Ends of the
Earth.

The conference costs £25.00 (£20.00 for
retired/unwaged), including tea/coffee and buffet
lunch. Numbers are limited! Please book using the
enclosed booking form.

This year’s joint lecture with the
Yorkshire Philosophical Society will be
delivered by Professor Terry O’Connor
on Tuesday 16" November, in the
Tempest Anderson Hall, York. His title
will be:

Unfolding the story: the landscape
around Malham, North Yorkshire.

There is no charge for PLACE or YPS members.

And for the future....

A day school on bumble bees, led by Dr
Michael Archer, will be held in May 2011.

Our spring conference 2011 will be held
at the Centre in the Park, Sheffield, on
Saturday 19" March. The theme will be
‘Back from the Brink’: threatened
species and habitats in Yorkshire.’
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PLACE Annual General Meeting at Kiplin Hall, May 15t 2010

Thirty-four PLACE members and two guests enjoyed a fascinating day at this delightful Jacobean property near
Richmond. Before the AGM itself, there were illustrated talks by Dawn Webster (the curator) and Val Hepworth.
The house is unusual in its symmetrical design with a tower on the centre of each side. It was in the hands of four
families, all related: the Calverts in the 17t century, the Crowes in the 18™, the Carpenters in the 19t and the
Talbots in the 20t. All the furniture and fittings are connected with these families, including many portraits on
display in the house. Several of the former owners were influential men, including a lord, an earl and an admiral.
We heard about the links with the New World, which are maintained to this day with the Maryland Study Centre
situated in the old apple loft. Each generation left its mark on the house through alterations or additions, including
the building of a service wing, now demolished, that was larger than the rest of the house. The estate was
formerly more extensive than it is today, as much of the land was sold off in the early 20t century. In the second
World War, the house was requisitioned, after which it became derelict. It was nearly demolished in the 1950s but
passed to trustees on the death of the last owner in 1971. The restoration began in 1998, financed by quarrying in
part of the grounds. It reopened in 2001 and is now run by Dawn and a small staff with the help of about 85
volunteers.

Val Hepworth has been researching the landscape at Kiplin since the 1990s. Many original plans and paintings
survive, showing how the estate evolved over time. The road used to run immediately in front of the house but
was diverted in the 1790s. A new carriageway drive was made, lined with a fine avenue of lime trees, and a
serpentine lake was created, giving impressive reflections of the house. A substantial walled garden dating from
the late 1700s is now mostly grassed over but some of the glasshouses from the 1870s remain and the
foundations of a former conservatory can be seen. Although the original Jacobean house did not have gardens
associated with it, Jacobean theme gardens were created for it by designers in the late 19" and early 20t
centuries. Some of the land is now under the modern lake left by the gravel quarrying but much of the woodland
remains, including some fine old trees and interesting ground flora. We were fortunate to enjoy lovely sunshine for
our tour of the grounds in the afternoon, and many of us left determined to return on another occasion to explore
more of the house and gardens.

Left: the
PLACE group
outside the front
of the house.

Right:
examining the
greenhouses
and dipping
pond in the
walled garden.

Spring conference in Knaresborough.

Eighty people attended our spring conference to hear
about Yorkshire’s folk heroes and legends. An
exceptionally lively and entertaining set of talks
covered Dick Turpin, Robin Hood, Mother Shipton,
Blind Jack of Knaresborough, not to mention
Yorkshire’s secret passages and dragon legends! As
part of our tour of the castle site, we explored the
tunnel, complete with cave spiders. A publication
based on the conference is in preparation and will be
available later this year.

Right: PLACE members entering Knaresborough castle tunnel.
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Report on field meeting held on 239 May to look at the Churches and Scenery of the
Great Wold Valley, East Yorkshire, led by Richard Myerscough.

The Great Wold Valley is a broad valley cut into the Chalk (Late Cretaceous) by the Gypsy Race, which rises in
the western Wolds at Duggleby and flows east to the sea at Bridlington. It is cut into a complex fracture zone
known as the Howardian-Flamborough Crush Zone, along which the chalk has been faulted, folded and
recrystallised by extreme pressure. The crush zone is best seen at Flamborough Head but it can still be seenin a
number of inland quarries, such as Foxholes Quarry, where the group saw contorted chalk faulted against
crystallised horizontal beds. Between Burton Fleming and Rudston a north-south fault offsets the fracture zone
causing the Gypsy Race to change direction and cut a broader valley before once again resuming its course along
the fracture zone.

The Great Wold Valley is well known for its prehistoric remains: barrows (Willie Howe and Duggleby), dykes,
enclosures, standing stones, cursuses and Iron Age cemeteries; but few remain now due to extensive ploughing
over the last century. Aerial photographs of crop marks and other features have revealed a varied and rich
prehistoric landscape.

A number of Churches were visited along the route (Rudston, Weaverthorpe and Wharram-le-Street) and their
building stones studied. Continuing research work has shown the following related building stone information:

« Birsall Calcareous Grit (Late Jurassic) quarried from either Filey Brigg or Birdsall (depending on locality and
age). Contains Ammonites, shrimp and worm burrows.

e Hildenley Limestone (Late Jurassic) of which a number of types have been recorded. Contains bivalves,
oysters and echinoid debris frequently preserved in silica.

* Magnesian Limestone (Late Permian) — rare and probably used for repairs.

e Lincolnshire Limestone (Mid Jurassic) used for repairs.

* Egglestone ‘Marble’ (Early Carboniferous) as a grave slab at Rudston Church.

e Channel Sandstones (Mid Jurassic) frequently used for repairs.

* Work on Lichens has shown that Hildenley in particular can be recognised using certain recognisable species.

It is now thought that much of the stone used was recycled from local Roman buildings during the Middle Ages
and there is evidence for reuse in many churches.

All of the churches visited are on platform sites, suggesting a prehistoric function prior to Christianity, in particular
Rudston Church, where the Gypsy Race turns at right angles back on to the fracture zone to form a raised ritual
platform on the bend. At this church is the largest standing Monolith in Britain, which may have been part of a
larger stone circle (?). Itis made of Moor Grit (Mid Jurassic) from the North York Moors, on which a number of
dinosaur footprints can be found. It is now thought that this was an erratic left by a previous Ice Age (older than
the last Devensian Ice Age when the Wolds were ice free) and not brought by raft by the Neolithic builders. Ina
corner of the graveyard is a stone cist excavated from a local barrow and moved to the church, together with a
smaller standing stone but as yet the stone that was used to construct the cist has not been identified.

Richard Myerscough (Ryedale Vernacular Building Materials Research
Group and University of Hull).

Left: Richard
showing us the
geology map in
Weaverthorpe
churchyard.

Right: The group in
Rudston churchyard
with the Rudston
monolith in the
background.




Page 6

Two new PLACE books!

Yorkshire’s Green

and Healthy Land?
Edited by Margaret
Atherden, Aileen Bloomer
and Veronica Wallace.
Proceedings of the
conference held in Leeds in
2008. Price £2.50 + P & P.

PLACE Board and Officers
Ms Jackie Ashcroft

Ms Aileen Bloomer

Ms Barbara Hickman (Chair)
Dr Michael Hopkinson
(Treasurer)

Professor David Maughan
Brown

Professor Terry O’Connor
Dr George Sheeran

Ms Veronica Wallace

Dr Steve Watson

Chief Executive and
Company secretary:
Dr Margaret Atherden

A Walk in the

Park

Edited by
Margaret
Atherden.
Proceedings of the
conference held in
York in 2009. Price
£250+ P & P.

PLACE will be having a
stand at the York
Archaeological Trust’s
Archaeology and History
Fair on Saturday 9th
October in the Guild
Hall, York.

Volunteers to help the man
the stand always welcome!

Website problems!
We are currently experiencing
some problems with our
website. Please bear with us
while we try to sort them out.

To contact PLACE:

By post: PLACE Office,
York St John University,

Lord Mayor’'s Walk,
York,
YO31 7EX.

By phone: 01904 766291

(N.B. this is the Chief Executive’s home number).
By e-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk

Website: www.place.uk.com

Changes to the Board
of Trustees

At the AGM in May
2010, Aileen Bloomer
was elected to serve as
a Trustee. We welcome
her to the Board, where
she has already made
valuable contributions
by co-editing one of our
recent publications.

Glenn Gorner stood
down after his 3-year
period as a trustee. We
thank him for his past
contribution to the

Board.

September.

Reminder! Friends of PLACE Calendar 2011

For next year, we are planning to produce a calendar of pictures taken by Friends of PLACE during 2010. Any
photograph of people, landscape or cultural environment taken in any part of Yorkshire may be submitted for
inclusion, preferably as an e-mail attachment (.jpg file). Please let us have your photos by the end of

A Breath of Ancient Aire.

Friends of Buck Wood have
produced a leaflet about the
archaeological project they
undertook in 2009. They also

lasting about one hour, and a
CD-ROM of the full report.
Contact: Dr Christine Alvin:
fobw@ncalvin.f9.co.uk

offer a presentation of the finds,

information:
www.fountainsabbey.org.uk

Office: 01904 610578

Other events of possible interest:

Northern Region Tree Warden
Forum. Sat. 26" June, Fountains
Abbey and Studley Royal. Keynote
speaker: Ted Green. Further

Green Fair. Sun. 27t June, York

Seminar on Yorkshire Folk
Music in Education.

This event covers traditional
song and sword dance and
takes place on July 26! at the
Museum of Farming, Murton
Park. Entry £5.00. Contact:
Steve Gardham:
gardhams@hotmail.com

Cemetery. Contact the Cemetery




